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placed on the spot — he had been expecting to play bass
trombone but was the only trombonist available and so was
required to play the first part, including a very difficult solo
line in “Hello Dolly”. A big thank you to him and to Brian.

Parkside Hall, Ampthill
Saturday 9t July

A warm summer’s evening found the Band returning to
Ampthill for an evening concert arranged by our percus-
sionist, David Brown. The audience were mostly residents
and friends from the adjacent Cheshire Home. The Leo-
nard Cheshire Home in Ampthill is a residential home for
33 people with physical disabilities. It is a fun-loving organi-
sation working hard to enable people with physical disabili-
ties to integrate into an interesting life in and around Amp-
thill.

It was a fairly informal concert as the audience were seated
at tables with drinks (optional) and were able to replenish
their glasses at the bar whenever the need arose. The
Band were seated on the stage which, although large
enough to accommodate the full band with two percussion-
ists, was a bit on the dark side and had a very low ceiling.
Moreover, Kenny had to be careful not to fall off the stage.

We started proceedings with “Barnard Castle” which was
neatly played. Kenny immediately established a rapport
with the receptive audience by asking if anyone had been
to Barnard Castle. Receiving an answer in the affirmative
this set the pattern for a relaxed evening of good interaction
with the audience with the band members also contributing.

“Going Home” the theme from the film “Local Hero” demon-
strated the Band’s ability to perform in different styles be-
fore this season’s favourite “American Trilogy”. With too
many of our usual members missing we had to dispense
with some of the standing up and flag waving, although the
back row of cornets and horn section did stand at the ap-
propriate times.

“Lincolnshire Poacher” was introduced by Kenny with a
story about poachers and printers which was a bit difficult
to follow and this led to our only featured soloist for the
evening. Adam Keech continues to grow in stature, both
physically and as a flugel horn specialist. His warm mellow
style is ideal for this specialist instrument and he has the
rare ability to play solos with the minimum of rehearsal.
Tonight's offering was Lennon and McCartney's “Here
There and Everywhere” which met with warm applause
from the audience and the Band. Our next item didn't give
Adam any rest as it was “Light As Air" which features the
horn section.

Another Lennon and McCartney collaboration followed, this
being “Ticket To Ride”. After a rather dubious tale as to
how the song came to be written, the audience were taken
on a musical steam train journey which starts with air being
blown through instruments. The tempo gradually picks up

speed as the music and we are
soon hurtling along the line. We
finally reach our destination as
the train comes to a halt, at
which point for some reason the
musical score calls for a whistle
to be blown. In my experience a
whistle is blown to signal the de-
parture of a train, not the arrival,
but it does add to the overall im-
pression of a rail journey.

“Everything | Do”, a song written for the film Robin Hood
was next up before a rendition of the selection “Mary Pop-
pins”, a Walt Disney 1964 film which includes: A Spoonful
of Sugar, Feed the Birds, Jolly Holiday, Chim Chim Cher-
ee, Let's Go Fly A Kite, Step in Time, Supercalifragilisticex-
pialidocious. With minimal rehearsal time having been
spent on this recent addition to our repertoire, it was a good
performance. The audience lapped this up and another
lively performance of “And All That Jazz” from the musical
Chicago brought the first half to an end. There was time for
refreshment and the Band took the stage for the second
half minus their uniform jackets as it was now very warm on
stage.

The second half started with the German style march “Aces
High” which was immediately contrasted in our next item
“Amazing Grace”. Ken'’s interaction with the audience con-
tinued when introducing “Peter Gunn Theme”. “Love
Changes Everything” gave Nicky Davy another chance to
show how he has improved as a player and as a soloist, his
confidence shining through. Unsurprisingly, Ken’s invitation
for audience participation in “Can Can” was not accepted
but they certainly enjoyed the lively performance. “Ugly
Duckling” also proved a popular choice with many of the
audience singing along to this children’s favourite of a dis-
tant age.

There was a nice touch as Kenny dedicated the penulti-
mate item, “One Voice” to a member of the audience, Fra-
ser playing the opening solo passage very nicely. There
followed a raffle drawn by Kenny in which he managed to
draw his own tickets out a couple of times winning himself
a large bar of chocolate before the final item of “Country
Roads”. The audience demanded more but by now the
clock had gone past 10:00 so it was time to finish, pack up
and head for home.

With the summer holidays depriving us of the services of a
number of our own players, we were again obliged to seek
the help of guest players, but they blended in very nicely to
create a big and full sound. Actually for some players this
was a bit too full as there were several suffering from head-
aches at the end of the concert! Guest players were Andy
Moody from Broseley on soprano cornet, on euphonium
our old friend Perry Harris now with Wolverton Town, on
first baritone James Back-Coward from Broseley, Andrew
Long on solo trombone from Woburn Sands (having al-
ready played for two hours in the afternoon with his own
band), Peter Eales from Stantonbury on second trombone
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(he also happens to be Sian’s Uncle!) and Paul Burnage on
bass trombone.

Special mention to Nicky Davy who switched from soprano
to principal cornet, ably supported on the front row by Clive
and Karen. With the big sound the band were creating, one
feared for the lips of the front row but they did a great job
right to the end. Also to Fraser who found himself in the
end seat for the second time in a week playing with a great
deal of confidence. We were also grateful to Nick Dytham,
a vastly experienced musician who has recently started to
attend our rehearsals and who came straight from an ear-
lier engagement to boost our bass section.

The audience seemed to enjoy the evening, the guest play-
ers | spoke to afterwards had also enjoyed it, so well done
to everyone involved.

A general comment on the slight confusion over music for
this concert. As normal, a programme was prepared be-
forehand but we should all know by now that changes can
be made due to player availability, requests or the need to
add an extra item. It is not ideal for us to have to carry two
folders around (perhaps this is something the committee
can resolve) but we should do it in case these changes to a
programme become necessary. In my view, to turn up with
just the music on the programme is not really acceptable as
it limits the Musical Director’s options in making changes.

Keith Jones

Unfortunately the engagement at the Bedfordshire County
Show on Sunday 10" July was cancelled by the organisers
at short notice.

Bradwell School Carnival
Saturday 16t July

This is probably the Band’s highest profile engagement of
the year as thousands of people line the streets of New
Bradwell to watch the colourful parade of floats as it winds
its way around the narrow streets. Obviously a lot of work
had been put in behind the scenes as all the children who
took part were dressed in costumes depicting a chosen
theme.

It was another warm day but thankfully for most of the
march there was enough cloud cover to stop us from over
cooking. The parade started a little later than normal this
year as there was a wedding taking place in St. James'’s,
so it was around 1:45 p.m. that we set off at the head of the
parade. We took the usual route, Bounty Street, Queen
Anne Street, Newport Road, Thomson Street, Harwood
Street, Bradwell Road and the High Street.

Marches played, some more than once, were “Slaidburn”,
“Erimus”, “True and Trusty”, “C.L.V.” and “Imperial Echoes”.
Progress through the streets was good even though the
promised police escort amounted to just one officer with

some volunteers pressed into service. They just about
managed to hold the traffic back!

It's a long blow and we need as many players as we can
get. Once again, we were players missing because of holi-
days and other commitments. We had full cornet and horn
sections but were really short at the lower end of the band.
We were unable to get any help (marching is not every-
body’s idea of fun!) so we had to go with what we had. It
was hard work but well done to everyone, especially Fraser
and George. Grateful thanks go to Tug for playing cornet
with us on the march. Also special mention again to Gra-
ham who marched even though he is still recovering from
his recent leg injury. I've never seen anyone march with
just one shoe on before!

On arrival back at the school a welcome cold drink awaited
us. We quickly sorted out a programme of music to be
played and commenced our playing as the crowds were
being let into the school grounds. Our programme con-
sisted of, “Barnard Castle”, the selection “Chitty Chitty
Bang Bang”, “David of the White Rock”, “Love Changes
Everything”, “Going Home”, “The Peter Gunn Theme”,
“Everything | Do (I Do It For You)”, “Colours of the Wind",
“And All that Jazz”. A large number of people sat or stood
near the Band to hear us play and there were some very
nice comments made afterwards.

This year’s event was blessed with good weather and we
can be proud of playing our part in what has become a
highlight of community life in New Bradwell. There are not
that many carnival processions still held in our area and
none of them are led by their own local brass band.

Thanks to the Supporters Club who ran a stall on our be-
half.

Keith Jones

Learner Band
St. James’ Church, New Bradwel |
Sunday 24t July

After hearing the Learner Band perform at the senior band
concert at St. James’ Church earlier this year, the minister,
Rev Chris Collinge, was so impressed that she kindly in-
vited us to play in a Sunday service. The 24™ of July was
chosen and was a special service to mark the Patronal
Festival (St. James’ Day). We were rather low in numbers
as the day approached but a massive thanks to Sian,
Nicky, Clive and Adam (senior band members) for adding
their strength and experience to help us a lot.

We started the service with “Edelweiss” and | played the
solo cornet part at the front of the Church as the choir took
their places. This was nerve-racking but everyone said it
went well. The service then followed and we accompanied
the hymns “Shine Jesus Shine”, “Dear Lord and Father of
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mankind”, “Austrian Hymn” and Nicky accompanied the

organist to another hymn, playing it perfectly. Refreshments were provided at the end of the service and
everyone said how fantastically we all played. | feel it went

At the end of the service the special doors at the far end of really well and was a really good experience for the

the Church were opened and the congregation were al- Learner Band.

lowed to leave the church by these doors. We played them

out by playing “Marching Saints” and we got a rousing ap- Jack Wilson

plause at the end.

Band Barbecue

The wet weather held off just long enough to avoid the Bradwell Band Barbecue on Saturday 23™ July. Nearly 30 people
attended this event at Haversham Sailing Club and | think an enjoyable evening was had by all. It was good to be able to
socialise with other band members in a relaxed context. Perhaps a few more would have been able to attend if the
school holidays had not started.

Patrick manned the barbecue and kept up a steady stream of burgers, sausages and chicken, which were rapidly demol-
ished. (Apparently the “hot and spicy” chicken lived up to its billing!) There were several giant Jenga contests, and an
adults versus children football match which, at Ron’s suggestion, became a rather rowdy game of rugby. There did not
appear to be any rules or system of scoring, but both sides claimed victory, arguing that they had exhausted the opposi-
tion. It was more luck than judgment that no one ended up in the lake. The ball went in a couple of times, but there was
virtually no wind to blow it away from the shore, so Patrick was not obliged to repeat his heroic feat of the last band bar-
becue and take a boat out to retrieve it.

A big thank you goes to the Supporters’ Club for paying for the food, and to Patrick for cooking it. Thanks also to Rod for
helping out behind the bar.



