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EDITORIAL COMMENT

So another area contest has been and gone and
we can now look forward to a new season of
varied engagements. Our result in the Area
Contest was satisfactory and confirmed our
position asone of thetop five Third Section
bandsin the London and Southern counties.

The adjudicator’s comments were truthful if a
bit harsh, the test piece proving to be too
difficult for Third Section Bands. Wecan’'t do
much about the choice of music but wewere
awar e of our technical limitationsand | felt we
gaveit our best shot. Perhaps better attendance
at rehearsals could havelifted usa bit higher but
we appreciate that our members have many
demandson their time.

It would have been niceto hear from the stage
some encour agement or an acknowledgement
that even if the bands got nowhere near the
musical inter pretation looked for by the
adjudicator, at least they managed to compete.
Many weeks had been spent in rehearsal and
considerable expenseincurred travelling to the
venue.

A look at thelist of entrants on the programme
showed that some familiar Band nameswere
again missing from the contest scene, no doubt
dueto a continued shortage of players. We hope
that they will be ableto recruit new members
and return to contesting in the near future.

We should count ourselvesfortunate that
Bradwell Band’straining programme continues
to supply uswith players. Of those on stage at
Stevenage, no less than seventeen had learned to
play with the Band so you can see how necessary
it isto have a training programme. Occasionally
we do manage to gain an experienced member
but these arefew and far between so we need to
nurture our youngsters and offer them every
encour agement.

Congratulationsto the bandsthat qualified for
the National Finals.

A Preview of the Area Contest
With acknowledgements to 4Bar sRest.com

The second biggest Regional Championshipsin
the UK in terms of numbersisalso perhapsthe
weakest in terms of contesting successes at all
levels. Thismay sound like a har sh statement,
but the statisticsfor London and the Southern
Counties speak for themselves.

However, you mustn’t also equate contesting
winswith a strong and vibrant brass band scene.
The Region may not have the most successful
bandsin the country when it comesto the
National Finalsor even the second tier contests
such as Pontins, but in terms of promoting and
maintaining active involvement in brass
banding, theregion is second to none.

Thisisitstruestrength, and the organisersand
the bands themselves should be congratulated
for their efforts. Where other regions such
Yorkshire (the supposed heartland of the brass
band world) can only come up with an anaemic
4th Section entry of 8 bands, L ondon boasts no
fewer than 21!

Therest of the Sections are the same — bursting
to overflowing and a testament to the fact that
brassbandingisn’t just a“northern”
phenomenon. The geographical size of the region
may have something to do with its probable lack
of contesting successfor itsbands—playersare
spread thinly and the metropolisisn’'t a
conducive place for easy travel to practice, but it
hasn’t stopped new bands springing up such as
Alliance and Zone One who can hack it against
therest of the country.

Last year 78 bands madeit to the stage here
whilst thisyear 83 arelisted to attend. What
would thelikes of Bradford and Blackpool do
with those number s?
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MUSICAL DIRECTOR'S REPORT

CONTEST NEWS

ENGAGEMENT REPORT

SATURDAY MARCH 13™
PARKSIDE HALL AMPTHILL

Bradwell Band’sfirst concert of the year took place on
Saturday 13" March at Parkside Hall, Ampthill. We
had been invited to perform a concert to raise funds
for the Cheshire Homes Foundation. A small but
enthusiastic audience wer e treated to a programme of
music from thelighter side of our repertoire. The
Band featured four soloists, Adam, David W, David
Harrisand Keith who all played very well and
received warm applause. Two new pieces played
tonight were “ Olympic Spirit” and “Unchained
Melody”, both sounded good after minimal rehearsal.
Wewould liketo thank our three guest playersfor the
evening Clive Keech, Glen Hughes and Kevin Cook.
Thanksto everyone who helped with the kit especially
those who went back to the bandroom after the
concert to pack away.

We have been pleased to hear that concert raised over
£250 for avery worthy cause.

Another good concert from the Band, which won us
morefansand admirers.

SUNDAY MARCH 21°
REGIONAL QUALIFYING CONTEST OF THE
NATIONAL BRASS BAND CHAMPIONSHIPS

The Band gained an excellent 5" placein the London
and Southern Counties Regional Contest held at
Stevenage on Sunday March 21%. Thisresult left us
two places from reaching the National Finalsand four
points from promotion to the 2" section.

After an early 7.50 a.m. practicein Bradwell, we
arrived at Stevenageto learn that we had been drawn
to play 15" out of 18 bands. With three hoursto kill
some memberslistened to bands whilst other members
visited the local shops of Stevenage.
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The Band took to thelarge and hot stage of the
Gordon Craig Theatre at about 1.15pm and played an
excellent performance of the set piece“ Vizcaya”. All
the solo lineswere handled well with some lovely
ensemble playing aswell. Our main criticism from the
Adjudicator Denis Wilby was lack of balance and
control of dynamics. In hisverbal comments at the
conclusion of the section hefelt only the top six bands
had played the piece properly.

Every member of the Band should be very pleased
with thisfineresult. A lot of hard work had been input
by everybody both individually and collectively to
achievethislevel of performance. Asmentioned earlier
thisresult putsthe Band as one of the best 3™ section
bandsin thearea.

I would liketo thank everyonefor the effort input to
achieve thisresult. Many thanksto Clive Keech who
once again helped the band on Solo Cornet. Clive had
attended all our practicesfor the past few weeks as
well asthose of hisown band.

Thanks also to Robin and David who madethe
logistical side of the day stressfree.

Well done everyone.

Result:
Sandhurst Silver
Chinnor
Littleport Brass
Grimsdyke Brass
Bradwell Silver
Woodbridge Excelsior
Stantonbury Brass
Fulbourn & Teversham
St Sebastian Wokingham

. Hitchin Town

. Jubilee Brass (Oxford)

. Epson & Ewsell Silver

. Jersey Premier Brass

. Hangleton

. Letchworth Garden city

. Hungerford Town

. Great Yarmouth Brass

. KM Medway Concert Brass
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REGIONAL ROUND UP

All of the National Brass Band Championship regional
contests have now taken place and it isgood to report
aswell as our own excellent result other bands known
tousalso had a successful time. In the Midlands area
Towcester gained 3" placein the 1% section just
missing out on atrip to thefinals, but aresult that
should see them promoted to the championship
section. Rushden Windmill who finished 3" behind us
at Milton Keyneswon their regional 4" section. In the
London area Broseley gained a very creditable 6"
placein thefirst section whilst Bedford Town came 8"
in the Championship.

Oneof our ex-members Tim Atkinson will be playing
in the Championship finalsin the Royal Albert Hall as
hisband, East Yorkshire Motor Services, came 2™ in
the North East areato qualify.

The highlight of the areasthough was our own Steve
Edwards conducting Newtown Silver Band to first
placein the Welsh 3" Section. Steve has been
returning to Walesfor the past 2 monthsand in that
time the playing strength built up from a few members
to afull band. Tothen win the contest isa fantastic
achievement and all our congratulationsgo to Steve
and the band. To also prove what a dedicated
bandsman Steveis, after hisband’swinning
performance he drove straight back from Walesto
Milton Keynesto play with our Band in a concert that
night.

PLAYER NEWS

Bradwell Band hasrecently lost the services of Duncan
Bruce. Duncan joined the Band as a learner member,
progressing into the senior band first asa baritone
player and later on euphonium. In the past year
Duncan has also been one of the Band’sfeatured
soloists. A reliable and committed player we thank
Duncan for all hiseffortsand wish him well in hisnew
rolewith the Towcester Studio band.

Congratulations to Sian Haseldine who has passed her
Grade 7 Examination.
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JUNIOR PRACTICES

Dueto Bank holidaystherewill be no practices on the
following dates:
Monday April 12"
Monday May 3"
Monday May 31%

NEXT CONCERT

The Band’s next concert will take place on Saturday
April 24™ in St James Church New Bradwell. This
concert will feature alot of new music to the band as
well as 4 of our talented soloists. Starting at 7.30pm the
concert isin aid of church fundsand will also seethe
presentation of Bradwell Band’sannual awards.

SOLOIST COMPETITION

Bradwell Band’s annual Solo Competition will take
place on Sunday May 9" at the school starting at
10.30am. Asin past years, our younger member s will
be split into 4 classes depending on ability whilst

senior band memberswill play in the open class. Our
Adjudicator thisyear isColin Bugby. Colin who lives
in Rushden runs his own music publishing company as
well as playing solo trombone with the T owcester
band. He has also worked with the Northampton
education authority on teaching children.

We hope all family memberswill be ableto attend to
support all soloists. Theaim of the day isto allow all
playersto demonstrate their improvement and
perform to an audience

Bri an Keech



Supporters Club

The Supporters Club are after prizesfor theraffleto
be held at the St. James Concert on April 24™. 1 you
areableto help please bring thesein the week before
the concert and passto Brian or Liz as Norman will be
on holiday.

Rose Davy isrunning in thisyear’s London Marathon
on April 18" to raise funds for the MACS charity
which helpsblind and partially sighted children. We
would like as many people as possible to support Rose
by sponsoring thisvery worthy cause. Thereisalist in
on the notice board for you to pledge your support.

100 years Ago

Committee meeting held April 21% 1904

Present: Messrs. Jones, Walters, E. Johnson, Ward, C.
Hardwick
Mr. Facer in the chair

Proposed by Mr. Jones seconded by Mr. Walters that the
minutes of the previous meeting be confirmed, carried

Proposed by Mr. Jones seconded by Mr. Ward that Mr.
J. Shirley sapplication for side drum be granted, carried

The question re the playing members and the Parish
Council agreements was discussed and owing to there
being such a small attendance at this meeting it was
decided to adjourn it to the next meeting and Mr. Facer
volunteered to see Mr. Throsby and Mr. Ward sec Mr. S.
Johnson and explain to them privately the meaning of it
and report at such meeting.

Proposed by Mr. Jones seconded by Mr. C. Hardwick
that the secretary be empowered to obtain two new
collecting boxes more suitable than those now in use,
carried

Proposed by Mr. Facer seconded by Mr. Walters a vote
of thanksto the chairman, carried

Meeting closed at 8:25 p.m.
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We recently received the following e:Mails:

| have enjoyed looking at your website which | found
guite by accident. Attached is a photograph of William
Walters (Bill) in the band uniform- it looks like the ones
purchased in 1930 but | think this photo was taken in
the 50@ . Bill Walters was my great grandfather, Harold
Walters was my great Uncle and my Dad Harold
Oldham was also in the band from late 1930@ until early
1950@. | will show him your site next time he visits.
Hope the photograph comes through Do you want any
more old band photos- next time | see Dad |@n sure he
has more- thisisjust one he gave to me

Julie Brown

Thiswasfollowed by a second eMail:
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| have just rung my Father and he says he will gather up
his band memorabilia for you - heislooking for homes
for all sorts of old photographs and things like that- not
just the band. | read him some of the name of the band
members and he was interested to hear of all the Tilleys.
He says hejoined the band on the same day as Bert
Tilley in 1939 so perhaps these are his descendants
carrying on in the tradition.

Julie

Welook forward to receiving this memor abilia and
would like to hear from anyone else with memories of
Bradwell Band.

HUMOUR

The following excerpts are actual answers given on
history tests and in Sunday school quizzes by children
between 5th and 6th grade agesin Ohio. They were
collected over a period of three years by two teachers.

M oses led the Hebrew slavesto the Red Sea where they
made unleavened bread, which is bread made without
any ingredients. Moses went up on Mount Cyanideto
get theten commandos. He died before he ever reached
Canada but the commandos madeit.

Solomon had three hundred wives and seven hundred
porcupines. He was a actual hysterical figureaswell as
being in the bible. It soundslike he was sort of busy
too.

The Greekswere a highly sculptured people, and
without them we wouldn@® have history. The Greeks
also had myths. A myth isayoung female moth.

Socrates was a famous old Greek teacher who went
around giving people advice. They killed him. He later
died from an overdose of wedlock which is apparently
poisonous. After hisdeath, hiscareer suffered a
dramatic decline.

Julius Caesar extinguished himself on the battlefields
of Gaul. The ldes of March murdered him because
they thought he was going to be made king. Dying, he
gasped out " Sameto you, Brutus."

It was an age of great inventions and discoveries.
Gutenberginvented removable type and the Bible.
Another important invention wasthe circulation of
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blood.

The greatest writer of the Renaissance was William
Shakespeare. Hewas born in the year 1564,
supposedly on his birthday. He never made much
money and isfamous only because of hisplays. He
wrotetragedies, comedies, and hysterectomies, all in
| lamic pentameter .

Delegatesfrom theoriginal 13 statesformed the
Contented Congress. Thomas Jefferson, a Virgin, and
Benjamin Franklin were two singers of the Declaration
of Independence. Franklin discovered electricity by
Rubbing two cats backward and also declared, " A
horse divided against itself cannot stand.” Hewas a
naturalist for sure. Franklin died in 1790 and is still
dead.

Abraham Lincoln became America@® gr eatest
Precedent. Lincoln@ Mother died in infancy, and he
was born in alog cabin which he built with hisown
hands. Abraham Lincoln freed the slaves by signing
the Emasculation Proclamation.

On thenight of April 14, 1865, Lincoln went to the
theater and got shot in his seat by one of theactorsin a
moving pictur e show. They believe the assassinator
was John Wilkes Booth, a supposingly insane actor.
Thisruined Booth@ career.

Johan Bach wrote a great many musical compositions
and had alarge number of children. In between he
practiced on an old spinster which hekept up in his
attic. Bach died from 1750 to the present. Bach wasthe
most famous composer in theworld and so was
Handel. Handel was half German, half Italian, and
half English. Hewasvery large.

Beethoven wrote music even though he was deaf. He
was so deaf that he wrote loud music and becamethe
father of rock and roll. Hetook long walksin the
forest even when everyone was calling for him.
Beethoven expired in 1827 and later died for this.



Thenineteenth century was atime of a great many
thoughts and inventions. People stopped reproducing
by hand and started reproducing by machine. The
invention of the steamboat caused a network of rivers

to spring up.

L ouis Pasteur discovered a curefor rabbits but | don®
know why.

Charles Darwin was a naturalist. He wrote the Organ
of the Species. It was very long people got upset about
it and had trialsto seeif it wasreally true. He sort of
said God@ dayswerenot just 24 hours but without
watches who knew anyhow? | don® get it.

Madman Curie discovered radio. Shewasthefirst
woman to do what shedid. Other women have become
scientists since her but they didn@® get to find radios
because they were already taken.

Karl Marx wasoneof the Marx Brothers. The other
threewerein the movies. Karl made speeches and
started revolutions. Someone in the family had to have
ajob, | guess.

Contact Numbers

Chairman Lisa Huckle 217429
Bandmaster: David Huckle 217429
Secretary Robin Allen 616463
(e:Mail rallen2@tiscali.co.uk)

Musical Director Brian Keech 310959
Supporters Norman Keech 222298
Newsletter Keith Jones 314368
Website www.bradwellband.co.uk
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FORTHCOMING ENGAGEMENTS

Engagements will appear here when they are
confirmed. Please look at the list carefully.

If you are not going to be available for any of
these engagements you must let the Bandmaster
and your Section leader know as soon as possible.
Thiswill allow time for arrangements to be made
to cover any missing parts.

Sat 24th April 2004

Brass Band Concert

Bradwell Silver Band present their annual
Spring Concert at St.James Parish Church,
New Bradwell. The programme will include
music to suit all tastes, from classical to
popular. Starting at 7:30 p.m. tickets will be
available at the door. Proceeds go towards
Church funds. More information call 01908
616463

Sunday 9" May

Soloists Competition

Sunday 20" June

L eighton Buzzard Afternoon Concert

Thursday 8" July

Pagnell Grange
Evening Concert

The next edition of the Bradwell Bugle will
be published on Thursday 6th May, any
contributionsto be handed in to the editor
by April 30th please




